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Lawrence   — Early 
last century, the 
house across the 

street from St. John the 
Evangelist Church here 
was a Victorian beauty. 

But for years now, it had func-
tioned as a fraternity party house 
for students at the University of 
Kansas. By the time it went into 
foreclosure in 2011, the three-story 

structure was a disaster spreading 
from one room to the next. 

Many people in town thought St. 
John the Evangelist Parish was cra-
zy when it purchased the property. 

But parishioners banded together 
and worked hard to bring the place 
back to a semblance of its former 
beauty.

They cleaned up the yard, refin-
ished floors, repaired woodwork, 
plastered and painted walls — even 
painted a mural in the foyer.

And when they were done, they 
did something really crazy.

They gave it away.

By Jill Ragar Esfeld
jill@theleaven.com
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Built in 1880, this Lawrence home was renovated by St. John the Evangelist parishioners and donated as an emergency assistance center to Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas. Standing in 
front (from left) are Ursuline Sister Marcella Schrant, Father Mike Scully, OFM Cap., Nickie Daneke, Eric Fitzmorris and Fran Pack. 

HOw CaN yOU HELP?
catholic charities of northeast 

Kansas emergency Services is locat-
ed at 1247 Kentucky in lawrence. It 
serves all of Douglas county. as it 
expands services in the new center, 
volunteers are needed to:

•	 help answer the phone, screen 
calls and greet visitors

•	 help deliver senior commodi-
ties boxes

•	 Set up, organize and operate a 
sizable food pantry

•	 Be part of the Friendly visitors 
program — helping the elderly in 
Douglas county with a phone call or 
a visit

•	 volunteer at the Rummage 
house, which provides clothing to 
the needy and also functions as a 
thrift store that funds programs

•	 Donate nonperishable food, 
personal care, and cleaning items 
to the food pantry. (During business 
hours, items can be dropped off at 
the center. on weekends, items can 
be left on the back porch of the par-
ish office at 1229 vermont.) 

Turning a house into a home as partners in charity
It takes a ParIsh

>> See “CirCle” on page 7
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calenDaR

arCHBiSHOP
NaUMaNN
july 4 
Fortnight for Freedom mass — St. 
michael the archangel, leawood

july 5-12
vacation     

july 13
anniversaries of religious professions 
of Sisters, Servants of mary: 50th 
anniversary for mother Provincial 
carmela Sanz and 25th anniversary 
for Sister ema munoz

vespers and “God’s love Portrayed in 
art” event — Savior Pastoral center, 
Kansas city, Kan.
 
july 14
Bishop miege alumni breakfast

“Shepherd’s voice” recording

archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas 
vs. Diocese of Kansas city-St. joseph 
priests and seminarians softball 
game — community america Ball-
park, Kansas city, Kan.

arCHBiSHOP
KELEHEr
july 5 
mass in Ballyshannon, Ireland

july 6
mass in Ballyshannon
                              
july 9
mass in county mayo, Ireland

july 11
mass in county mayo

july 12
mass in county mayo

july 13
mass in Brosna, Ireland

archbishop to baptize
children of larger families

to show his personal support for those cou-
ples open to raising larger families, archbish-
op joseph F. naumann has offered to cele-
brate the baptism of the third or greater child 
of any family (by birth, adoption, or blending 
through valid marriage) interested. celebra-
tions are scheduled for july 27, Sept. 7, and 
nov. 16. For 2015, celebrations are scheduled 
for jan. 18, march 15, and may 17. Please con-
tact your parish office for more information. 
additional information is also available from 
the archdiocesan office for liturgy and sac-
ramental life at (913) 647-0330 or online at: 
liturgy@archkck.org.

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KanSaS cIty, Kan. — Summer is 
the time to relax and take it easy, 
right? not if your name is Peter 
Piscitello.

Piscitello, executive director of the 
catholic youth organization for johnson 
and Wyandotte counties, is busy not 
only with summer activities, but also 
with preparations for the fall and next 
year.

the biggest thing the cyo office is 
involved with this summer is the sec-
ond annual catholic Baseball camp, 
cosponsored with former Kansas city 
Royals all-Star mike Sweeney. this year, 
the camp will be held july 28 to 30 at 
mid-america Sports complex in Shaw-
nee. the camp was expanded this year 
to 160 boys, ages 7 to 16 years old.

the cyo is also working this summer 
to improve its website (www.cyojwa.
org), said Piscitello. 

“We want to make sure our commu-
nication with parents, coaches and par-
ish athletic directors is as good as it can 
be,” he said. 

the cyo is trying to provide easier 
access to information via the variety of 
devices people use, especially mobile 
devices. also, the cyo is improving its 
online registration system, and Piscitel-
lo hopes to unveil a streamlined process 
by next summer.

Benedictine college in atchison and 
the cyo are working together to launch 
the Digital coaching lab, which will be 
on the website. 

“this is where we record videos of 
[Benedictine] coaches and athletes 
teaching drills and other things our 
[cyo] coaches can use in practices,” 

said Piscitello. “So, we’re working with 
them to create a resource that will im-
prove our coaches’ formation in terms 
of athletics.”

the cyo is also working with Dr. 
joseph Waeckerle on an exciting new 
initiative regarding health and safety, 
especially about concussions.  this ini-
tiative is on the website’s “online health 
and Safety” portal, with a planned 
launch this fall.

“We also continue to work on improv-
ing and implementing our ‘Five-minute 
Game Plan,’ begun last year, a forma-
tion and catechesis initiative working 
with the School of Religion and our 
catholic schools,” Piscitello said. “[the 
‘Five-minute Game Plan’] reinforces the 
things they are learning in our practices 
and games.”

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

ATCHISON — You can take 
the boy out of Benedictine 
College here, but you can’t 
take Benedictine out of the 

boy.
Proof of the enduring values 

taught at Benedictine can be found in 
Peter Piscitello, a 2007 graduate and 
now executive director of the Cath-
olic Youth Organization for Johnson 
and Wyandotte Counties.

Piscitello attended the senior 
brunch on May 16 in the college caf-
eteria. There, he was given the 2014 
Young Alumni Award.

“I was honored to receive it, and 
honored that they thought of me,” 
said Piscitello. “Certainly, it’s a testa-
ment to the hard work of many indi-
viduals in our parishes with the CYO 
program. . . . I was thrilled to go up 
to Benedictine and speak to the se-
niors.”

The award is given to alumni who 
are less than 35 years old and have 
distinguished themselves in their 
community and profession, and 
who support the values promoted at 
Benedictine College.

Piscitello graduated from Bene-
dictine with a degree in business 
(marketing) and a minor in theology. 
While at Benedictine, he was a mem-
ber of the college’s Knights of Co-
lumbus council and men’s golf team. 
He also earned a master’s degree in 
education from the University of 
Washington.

cYo director honored by Benedictine

Busy, productive summer for Catholic youth Organization

Photo couRtEsy of bEnEdictinE collEgE

Peter Piscitello, left, receives the 2014 young alumni award from Benedictine president Ste-
phen D. Minnis on May 16 at the senior brunch held at Benedictine College. Piscitello is the 
executive director of the Catholic youth Organization for Johnson and wyandotte Counties.

ATCHISON — A special ded-
ication on June 14 saw the 
placement of a statue of the 
late Wangari Maathai, a 1964 

graduate of Mount St. Scholastica Col-
lege here, now Benedictine College. 
She won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. 

Maathai was the first Peace Prize 
winner to have an environmental fo-
cus. She was the only Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureate to graduate from a U.S. 
Catholic college.

“To have a statue of Wangari Maathai 
on our campus has been a dream for 
awhile, and it is appropriate that it is 
here in St. Scholastica Plaza, where 
our students will see it and aspire to 

be like her,” said Benedictine College 
president Stephen D. Minnis.

The statue was made possible 
through a combined effort and the gen-
erosity of the Mount class of ’64, the 
Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scho-
lastica Monastery and Benedictine 
College. The lead gift was provided by 
Maathai’s longtime friend and class-
mate, Florence (Conrad) Salisbury, and 
her husband Alan. 

The sculptor was Bill Hopen, who 
had previously done the statues of 
two students and a Benedictine Sister, 
along with a bas relief, that grace St. 
Scholastica Plaza outside of Elizabeth 
Hall.

nobel Peace laureate immortalized 
with statue at Benedictine a statue of the late wangari Maathai, 

a 1964 graduate of Mount St. Scholas-
tica College, who won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2004, was placed on the cam-
pus of Benedictine College in atchison 
on June 14.

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — It 
seems almost scripted by 
Hollywood: the U.S. Su-
preme Court handing down 

a victory for religious liberty on the 
eve of Independence Day.

“It was a good day for all Amer-
icans in terms of the protection of 
conscience and religious liberty,” said 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann.

The archbishop lauded the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 5-to-4 decision on 
June 30 in favor of Hobby Lobby 
and Conestoga Wood Specialties. 

The two companies fought 
against a mandate requiring them 
to provide contraceptives and abor-
tifacients as part of the Affordable 
Care Act.

“I was delighted that the court 
protected the conscience rights 
of the owners of these businesses, 
and essentially said the government 

can’t force them to provide in their 
insurance policies services that they 
find morally objectionable and offen-
sive,” said Archbishop Naumann.

The key to victory was the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act of 
1993. Drawing from this law, the high 
court ruled that “the government has 
failed to show that the contracep-
tive mandate is the least restrictive 
means for furthering a compelling 
government interest.”
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WA S H I N G -
TON (CNS) 
— The Su-
preme Court’s 

June 30 ruling that certain 
businesses, based on their 
religious objections, can be 
exempted from a govern-
ment requirement to in-
clude contraceptives in their 
employee health insurance 
coverage means “justice has 
prevailed,” said two U.S. 
archbishops.

“We welcome the Su-
preme Court’s decision to 
recognize that Americans 
can continue to follow their 
faith when they run a family 
business,” said Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, 
Kentucky, president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, and Archbishop 
William E. Lori of Baltimore, 
chairman of the U.S. bish-
ops’ Ad Hoc Committee for Re-
ligious Liberty.

The court in its 5-4 ruling said that 
Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Woods, 
the two family-run companies that ob-
jected to the government mandate that 
employees be covered for a range of 
contraceptives, including drugs consid-
ered to be abortifacients, are protected 
from the requirement of the Affordable 
Care Act under the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act.

Activists on both sides of the issue 
gathered outside the U.S. Supreme 
Court on a hot Washington morning 
awaiting the decision and when it was 
announced, supporters hailed it as a 
religious liberty issue and opponents 
called it a setback to women’s health 
care.

Although Catholic leaders and oth-
er religious groups hailed the decision 
as a victory for religious freedom, they 
also said the issue is not resolved since 
the government mandate requires non-
profit organizations such as Catholic 
charities, hospitals and schools to pro-
vide contraceptive coverage.

The USCCB statement of Archbish-
ops Kurtz and Lori noted that the court 
left the door open about the cases cur-

rently winding their way through the 
courts objecting to the government’s 
accommodation that they direct a third 
party to provide the required contra-
ceptive coverage.

“The court clearly did not decide 
whether the so-called ‘accommoda-
tion’ violates RFRA when applied to 
our charities, hospitals and schools, so 
many of which have challenged it as a 
burden on their religious exercise. We 
continue to hope that these great min-
istries of service, like the Little Sisters 
of the Poor and so many others, will 
prevail in their cases as well,” the state-
ment said.

Mark Rienzi, senior counsel for the 
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, the 
religious liberty law firm that repre-
sented Hobby Lobby, the family-owned 
Oklahoma-based retailer, before the 
Supreme Court, told reporters after the 
ruling that the court’s decision bodes 
well for similar pending cases of non-
profit organizations.

He noted that the opinion written 
by Justice Samuel Alito includes a foot-
note reference to the Little Sisters of 
the Poor’s lawsuit, which he said indi-
cates that the “government accommo-

dation is not here for long.”
The Little Sisters of the Poor re-

ligious order has asked the 10th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals to extend an 
injunction blocking enforcement of the 
federal contraceptive mandate.

The Supreme Court’s decision points 
out how the government has “effective-
ly exempted” some religious nonprofit 
groups from the contraceptive mandate 
and that to qualify for the accommoda-
tion, such an employer must self-cer-
tify as nonprofit religious group with 
religious objections to contraceptive 
coverage; the self-certification form 
triggers the insurance company that 
administers their health plan to provide 
the objectionable coverage to their em-
ployees.

Catholic and other groups who ob-
ject to the coverage on moral grounds 
say even with the accommodation, they 
are still involved in objectionable cov-
erage.

The ninth footnote in Alito’s opinion 
states that “in a separate challenge to 
this framework for religious nonprofit 
organizations, the court recently or-
dered that, pending appeal, the eligi-
ble organizations be permitted to opt 

out of the contraceptive mandate by 
providing written notification of their 
objections to the Secretary of HHS, 
rather than to their insurance issuers 
or third-party administrators.”

Rienzi’s take on that footnote is that 
if the government thinks something is 
important — such as the provision of 
birth control coverage — it can pro-
vide it and cannot have a “compelling 
interest” to “crush” groups that object 
to paying for it.

He said the Hobby Lobby ruling 
makes it clear how family-operated 
businesses can operate within the Af-
fordable Care Act and said the court’s 
decision will likely be the “controlling 
opinion going forth” for nonprofit en-
tities’ health care coverage.

John Vile, dean of the University 
Honors College at Middle Tennessee 
State University and co-editor of the 
Encyclopedia of the First Amend-
ment, called the decision a “genuine 
win for religious freedom” and for 
those who wrote the RFRA and the 
Religious Land Use and Institution-
alized Persons Act of 2000. He said 
both acts were designed to extend 

religious freedom beyond the narrow 
confines the court had previously tried 
to impose.

Vile told Catholic News Service in an 
e-mail that if “corporations can be con-
sidered persons for purposes of free-
dom of speech, then it is only appropri-
ate that they be considered persons for 
purposes of religious freedom.”

He also pointed out that even though 
the court agreed that the government 
had an “important governmental inter-
est” in protecting the health of wom-
en, it had not used the “least restric-
tive means” in accomplishing this goal 
since it had already made provisions 
for providing coverage for women who 
worked in nonprofit organizations with 
religious objections and for plans that it 
grandfathered in without contraceptive 
coverage.

Vile said he does not agree with the 
dissenting justices who said the de-
cision had “startling breadth” and in-
stead pointed out that Justice Alito was 
careful to limit the decision to the facts 
at hand, and his emphasis on “least re-
strictive means” provides leeway in 
cases where other means of accom-
plishing governmental objectives are 
unavailable.

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

hobby Lobby decision hailed by church

Protestors celebrate the U.S. Supreme Court’s nail-biting 5-4 verdict in favor of Hobby Lobby. 
Photo by Pablo maRtinEz monsivais, aP

archbishop naumann reacts to Hobby lobby ruling 

>> See “Many” on page 11

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com
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By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

TOPEKA — The marble altar 
that has graced the sanctu-
ary of Assumption Church 
here since 1925 is still there, 

but changes in liturgical practice since 
the end of the Second Vatican Council 
in 1965 led to the installation of a “tem-
porary” altar.

The plan to install a more perma-
nent detached altar has finally been 
accomplished.

On June 15, Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann presided at the 5 p.m. Mass 
and dedicated a new, stone, perma-
nent, detached altar for the church.

Prior to the council, Mass was cel-
ebrated with the priest and people 
facing the altar. Many parishes quick-
ly installed detached altars after the 
council ended, enabling the priest to 
celebrate Mass facing “ad populum,” or 
“toward the people.” As time went on, 
these mostly plain and utilitarian altars 
were gradually replaced.

Such a change was overdue for As-
sumption Church, which became Ma-
ter Dei Parish in its merger with Holy 
Name in 2006.

The new altar, made of Georgia 
marble, was built by Lardner Mon-
uments of Topeka. It contains two 
relics, those of St. Valentine and St. 
Vincent, although which St. Vincent 
is not known. The parish had the altar 
for more than a year, but it could not 
be installed until additional support 
under the floor could be built to with-

stand the greater weight.
The dedication rite included the 

sprinkling of holy water, anointing 
with sacred chrism (the same oil used 
in baptisms and confirmations), in-
censing, dressing the altar and lighting 
the candles. 

In his homily, the archbishop said 
that these symbols — especially the holy 
water and chrism — serve to remind 
the congregation of its connections to 
the sacraments. He also discussed the 
centrality and importance of the altar 
within a physical church structure as it 
ties together the sacrifice of the Mass, 
provides a banquet table for those gath-
ered at the Eucharist and helps all those 
gathered around it to become the living 
altars sent out into the world after each 
and every Mass.

Also present were Father John 
Pilcher, pastor of Mater Dei Parish; Fa-
ther Peter Nwanekezie, chaplain at St. 
Francis Hospital; Deacon Chris Seago 
of the parish; and Msgr. Gary Apple-
gate, master of ceremonies. 

The current Assumption Church 
is the third to have occupied the site. 
Assumption Parish traces its lineage to 
the 1850s, when visiting Jesuit priests 
celebrated Mass in Topeka.

Construction of a church on the site 
began in 1861, making Assumption the 
“mother church” of all Topeka parish-
es. The church’s high profile location, 
across the street from the Kansas Cap-
itol, lends itself to such events as the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Mass and pa-
rade and the yearly Kansas March for 
Life.

altar dedication 
commemorates church’s 

long local history

Photo by maRc andERson

archbishop Joseph F. Naumann anoints the new altar at assumption Church, Topeka, on June 15. 

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Is it a sin to steal a 
base?

Moral theologians say “no,” so long as you 
give it back — and the theft occurs during 

the Pitching Priests softball game.
On July 14, priests from the Archdiocese of Kan-

sas City in Kansas will slug it out against priests from 
the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph in the first-ever 
Pitching Priests game, to be held at Community Amer-
ican Ballpark at The Legends in Kansas City, Kan.

The clobbering clerics will be playing for a traveling 
trophy, bragging rights for a year, the thrill of victory 
and the agony of defeat.

Tickets are $10 and can be procured through the 
Catholic Radio Network website and at the parishes 
of the players. Funds raised through ticket sales will be 
used by the vocations offices of each diocese.

Msgr. Michael Mullen will be the coach for the arch-
diocese, but the coach for the Diocese of Kansas City-
St. Joseph has yet to be named. No team names have 
been selected.

 Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann and Bishop Robert 
Finn will throw out the first balls.

The game is sponsored by the Catholic Radio Net-
work, which will broadcast it live, said Jim O’Laughlin 
CRN president. 

O’Laughlin got the idea to organize a game when 
Msgr. Mullen told him about the cross-border ball-
games the padres would play back in the 1960s.

Unlike those earlier, informal games, the Pitching 
Priests contest will feature concessions and fun activ-
ities between innings. Tailgating in the parking lot be-
gins at 3 p.m., along with a Divine Mercy chaplet. The 
game is from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

To buy tickets online, go to: www.catholicradionet 
work.com.

Pitching Priests to play for glory and vocations

lEavEn Photo by JoE bollig

Father Scott wallisch, archdiocesan vocations director, will be one of many 
priests from the archdiocese to take part in the inaugural Pitching Priests soft-
ball game, pitting priests from the archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas against 
priests from the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.

NOw PLayiNg
The following priests from the archdiocese 
will play in the Pitching Priests softball game 
July 14 at Community america Ballpark in 
Kansas City, Kan. game time is 6:30 p.m.

abbot James albers, OSB
Deacon Simon Baker, OSB
Father Barry Clayton
Brother Leven Harton, OSB
Prior Jeremy Heppler, OSB
Msgr. Mike Mullen
Father anthony Ouellette
Father Brian Schieber
Father Danny Schmitz
Father Quentin Schmitz
Father andrew Strobl
Father Pat Sullivan
Father Scott wallisch
Father adam wilczak
Father Mitchel Zimmerman
Father Jaime Zarse

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — If St. 
Paul preached to the Athe-
nians at the Areopagus to-
day, would he also send out 

tweets?
 Probably. St. Paul was a savvy com-

municator. 
Back in the day, the place to go was 

the Areopagus. Today, the cutting edge 
of communications is the new media.

More than 100 people involved in 
church ministry gathered at Savior Pas-
toral Center in Kansas City, Kan., on 
June 19 in search of that savvy at the 
daylong Digital Church Conference, 
sponsored by the archdiocesan office of 
evangelization.

The purpose of the event was two-
fold: First, to teach conference goers 
how the tools of the new media work; 
and second, how to use them for the 
new evangelization.

Conference speakers included Bran-
don Vogt, a prominent Catholic blogger 
and content director for Father Robert 
Barron’s Word on Fire Catholic Minis-
tries; Josh Simmons, founder and CEO 
of eCatholic website development; and 
Matt Warner, social media expert and 
founder of FlockNote.com.

In his introductory talk about the 
new media and new evangelization, 
Vogt talked about the revolutionary im-
pact of social media use via the Internet 
and wireless technology.

“The Internet meant that anyone 
could share their story quickly, easily 
and cheaply,” said Vogt.

Ever heard of the South Korean pop 
song and video “Gangnam Style”? Since 
2012 is has been seen by 1.3 billion people.

And that’s not all:
•  Every minute, 80 hours of new 

video is uploaded to YouTube — in one 
month, more video is added to You-
Tube than by CBS, ABC, NBC and Fox 
have done in their entire existence.

• Facebook is the world’s most pop-
ular website and the world’s largest 
social network. Every day, people ex-
change more than 400 million pieces of 
content.

• Every day, more than 300 million 
unique tweets are sent through Twitter.

• Last year, Amer-
icans sent and re-
ceived 8 trillion text 
messages.

“The question 
for the church, and 
therefore for all of 
us in this room, is: 
How can we tell our 
story in fresh, cre-
ative ways?” he said. 
“How can we ensure 
that our message 
resonates — not just 
from the rooftops, 
but from the lap-
tops? How can we 
ensure our message 
gets in bold print 
and screens? How 
can we proclaim the 
word made ‘fresh’? 
That’s the whole 
point of this confer-
ence.”

One of Simmons’ 
presentations was: 
“How to Create a 

Website That Will Transform Your 
Ministry.”

He said Web 
creators and man-
agers must begin 
with the import-
ant question of 
“why” — why is a 
website needed? 
This speaks to 
purpose.

First impres-
sions are import-
ant, so it is vital 
that a website 
be attractive to 
entice people to 
pause there, he 
said. The content 
must be fresh and 
relevant. Infor-
mation must be 
easy to find, and 
websites must be 
intuitive for the 
user.

 Both the con-
tent and design 
of the page must 
be dynamic and 

engaging, encouraging people to get 
involved, said Simmons. Also, the site 
must be social — allow for a give-and-
take dialogue. It must take into account 
the multiplicity of devices used, and so 
must not be browser dependent.

Warner gave presentations on “How 
to Turn Your Web Presence into a So-
cial Network,” and “Connecting with 
Your Flock.”

The scarcest commodity is atten-
tion, said Warner. When you get it, you 
have to be wise about using it.

Getting attention is only the first 
step. The second is to earn the trust 
of members, and a good place to start 
is asking: “Why are we saying this?” 
“What are we trying to say?” and “What 
goal are we trying to achieve?”

Do not overwhelm people with in-
formation, but cut down content to 
what people want and need, he said. 
Give your best information.

“Right now, people are getting noth-
ing because we’re trying to say too 
much,” said Warner.

Websites have evolved away from 
Web 1.0 and are now at Web 2.0 — 
which is faster, more mobile (thanks to 
devices with a variety of formats) and 
ties into a variety of social networking 
tools. 

“Each one of those formats is used 
differently,” said Warner. “So we should 
say different things in different ways, 
and we should interact in different 
ways on those things.”

Your website should tell your sto-
ries, and these stories inspire people to 
be a part of your ministry. 

“That’s the work of the church in 
so many different ways — how God is 
working in our lives, said Warner. “And 
we have to find ways share that story 
with them.

“And now, we have all of these pow-
erful means in our pockets and on our 
desks to tell that story and spread it 
around like we’ve never been able to 
do.”

“If we get this right, all those other 
things become ways that magnify in 
[what] we never thought that would 
happen,” he added. 
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NEw grOTTO
archbishop Joseph F. Naumann celebrates Mass 
and blesses the new grotto at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Cemetery in Seneca. Father arul Carasala, 
pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul said that the old 
grotto, which dates back to 1902, had fallen into 
disrepair and was removed in 2010. The white 
statues of Mary and Mary Magdalene were sal-
vaged from the old grotto while the bronze stat-
ues of St. Peter and St. Paul were commissioned 
from an artist in italy. The altar and ambo at the 
grotto are from the Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
which recently underwent a renovation. The 
new grotto was relocated to a better spot in the 
cemetery and is equipped with electricity and 
water, said Father Carasala. 

lEavEn Photo by fERnando ugaRtE

“great websites start with a plan,” said Josh Simmons, founder of eCatholic. “you need to define 
the purpose of your website and how it contributes to the larger purpose of your ministry. also, you 
must ask yourself who is your audience and what do you want them to do.”

lEavEn Photo by JoE bollig 

sending a message—‘not just from the rooftops, but from the laptops’

1
2

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

3
4

5

VOgT’S FiVE KEyS TO 
EVaNgELiZiNg ONLiNE
Get help: you don’t have to be a te-
chie. Find people knowledgeable in 
the technology who can help you. 

use video: People want video, and it’s 
never been cheaper, quicker or easi-
er. lots of people have smartphones 
and flip cameras that capture video.

capture people’s stories: many great 
stories get untold because nobody 
asked. 

Welcome outsiders: ask the ques-
tion: “If someone from outside our 
community visited our site, how 
would they feel?” make sure the lan-
guage and imagery invite those who 
aren’t members.

engage the culture. Don’t isolate 
yourself in a bubble. thanks to the 
Internet, we can have direct connec-
tions to the people we want to evan-
gelize.



KaNSaS CiTy, MO.
Bishop robert Finn of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, processes with the Blessed Sacrament from the 
Shrine of Our Lady of guadalupe to Sacred Heart Church, both in Kansas City, Mo. The annual Corpus Christi 
procession is a joint venture between the archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas and Diocese of Kansas City-
St. Joseph. 
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TOPEKa
archbishop Emeritus gregory Kpiebaya of Tamale, ghana, accompanied by Father 
greg Hammes, processes with the monstrance containing the Blessed Sacrament 
from Most Pure Heart of Mary Church, down gage Boulevard, one of Topeka’s busi-
est streets. The procession stopped at Tudor Park, a small public park for Benedic-
tion and eucharistic adoration before returning to the church.

SENECa
Father arul Carasala, pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Seneca, processes with the Blessed Sacrament through the church as part of the parish’s Corpus Christi procession. The celebration began 
with eucharistic adoration and was followed by the procession and Benediction.

CorPus ChrIstI 
Parishes throughout the archdiocese celebrate the 

solemnity of the Body and Blood of christ on June 22

EMPOria
Father John Cordes, pastor of St. Catherine Parish, Emporia, leads parishioners on a procession 
from St. Catherine to Sacred Heart Church in Emporia. Following the procession, the Celebrant 
Singers performed, followed by a potluck dinner.

OSagE CiTy
Father anthony Kiplagat, pastor of St. Patrick Parish in Osage City and St. Pat-
rick Parish in Scranton, prays in front of the city hall in Osage City as part of 
the parishes’ Corpus Christi procession. Members of both parishes celebrated 
the solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ by processing with the 
Blessed Sacrament through a small portion of Osage City before ending up back 
at the church.
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A home with a purpose
The parish had been using the refur-

bished house for meeting space and to 
accommodate visiting priests, but Fa-
thers Mike Scully and Jeff Ernst, both 
Capuchin Franciscans, saw a greater 
purpose.

Catholic Charities of Northeast 
Kansas Emergency Services had been 
operating out of a small space in the 
parish center for years. 

Serving all of Douglas County, the 
workload for the Lawrence office was 
expanding far beyond its capacity to 
operate in so limited a space.

“And the thought occurred to us” 
said Father Mike, pastor. “We might as 
well just give them that whole building 
— and they can use it as their center 
here in Lawrence.”

“It’s a beautiful Victorian home,” 
said Ken Williams, president and CEO 
of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kan-
sas. “And Father Mike just said, ‘If you 
would like to occupy that house, it’s 
yours.’”

“The parishioners are fine with it,” 
said Father Mike. “They realize there 
must be an outreach for the poor.

“We do not charge them for the use 
of the building.”

Nickie Daneke, director of the Law-
rence office, was overwhelmed by the 
generosity of the gesture and what it 
meant for her mission.

“Because we can keep our overhead 
costs low,” she said, “we can help more 
of those in need.

“And the need is very great in Doug-
las County.”

Indeed, 36 percent of the children in 
Douglas County qualify for free or re-
duced lunch. 

“Those kids that are now home,” 
said Williams, “get two meals guaran-
teed during the school year. Now [with 
school out for the summer], where are 
those kids going to get their meals? 

“The timing of this couldn’t be bet-
ter, so we can get a food pantry up and 
running and try to help out there.”

But a food pantry is only one of the 
many plans Daneke has for the new 
space.

The parish-based model
The relationship between Daneke 

and St. John the Evangelist started as 
the realization of a parish-based mod-
el envisioned by Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas. 

Administrators thought joining forc-
es with local churches would be the 
best way for Catholic Charities to meet 
the greatest needs, especially in the ru-
ral communities it served.

“They worked out a model of ex-
pansion and that model was: ‘Let’s 
put Catholic Charities back into the 
church,’” said Williams.

Administrators believed that if the 
parish became involved in supporting 
the work of Catholic Charities, the pro-
gram would grow.

“And that’s exactly what has hap-
pened in Lawrence,” said Williams.

In 2010, Daneke was hired to launch 
the new program. 

Father John Schmeidler, OFM Cap., 
pastor of St. John the Evangelist at the 
time, welcomed the relationship with 
Catholic Charities. 

“He was extremely supportive of 
us,” said Kim Brabits, director of pro-
gram operations. 

“He even became a board mem-
ber,” said Daneke. “He brought me in, 
offered me an office right there in the 
parish offices, and treated me as a staff.

“The nun here, [Ursuline] Sister 
Marcella Schrant, helped take our in-
coming calls and greeted folks.” 

That support continued when Fa-
ther Mike and Father Jeff took over the 
reins.  

“This is a smart model,” said Daneke. 

“It’s great because the priests can be 
priests — and if they have somebody 
with poverty or social needs, they can 
refer them to us and we’re right here in-
house.”

With so many cuts to federal pro-
grams, those in need are relying more 
on help at a local level. Parishes may be 
able to give monetary help, but Catho-
lic Charities has the skills and resourc-
es to assess needs and recommend via-
ble solutions.

“Because of this partnership,” said 
Daneke, “we’ve served over 2,000 peo-
ple here. And we’ve housed over 75 
people this summer — from homeless-
ness to housing.”

Expanding to 
meet the need

Now that they are settling into their 
new center, Daneke and her Ameri-
Corps member volunteer, Fran Pack, 

refer to their former location as “the 
dorm room.”

“We were all on top of each other in 
one little office,” said Pack.

 “Now we have the space to utilize 
more volunteers,” said Daneke. “And 
we can provide more services to those 
in need.”

The center currently offers rapid 
rehousing and homeless prevention 
programs, pregnancy and immigration 
counseling, and works with The Wil-
low, a domestic violence shelter.

It runs a commodity food program 
for seniors, in conjunction with Har-
vesters, and has shelves of food, clean-
ing and personal care items for those 
in need. 

In this new space, Daneke hopes to 
turn those shelves into a large pantry. 
She also hopes to expand many cur-
rent programs, like Within-My-Reach 
relationship training, financial literacy 
training and strengths-based case man-
agement.

“Now we’re able to do more 
self-sufficiency activities, because we 
have the room to do them,” she said. 

To that end, the center wants to 
hosts groups that focus on life skills, 
finance and jobs training.

“We got a donation from a grant so 
now we have computers for people to 
work on their resumes,” said Daneke. 

To help with the expansion, the cen-
ter recently hired a new case manager, 
Eric Fitzmorris. 

But many more volunteers are need-
ed to make all of Daneke’s dreams for 
serving Douglas County come true.

Father Mike, however, is confident 
Catholics in Lawrence will fill that 
need.

“One of the main quotes from Scrip-
ture that we use all the time is from 
Matthew’s Gospel,” he said. “‘Whatever 
you do to the least of my brothers, you 
do to me.’ 

“And so, that is a guide for us here at 
St. John’s and should be a guide for all 
Catholics. 

“It is the basis for mercy and jus-
tice in our world — and that’s what we 
want.”

Indeed, that caring attitude has 
made Lawrence a successful example 
of the parish-based model for Catholic 
Charities. 

And Daneke is quick to give credit 
to parishioner support for the success 
of her center.

“We don’t do this alone,” she said. “I 
truly believe this is an act of love and 
an act of God. 

“Our goal in Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas is to reach people in 
21 counties. And this parish model is a 
way of making that a reality.”

>> continued from page 1
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circle of giving continues as parish supports charity

Photo by Jill RagaR EsfEld

Director Nickie Daneke, right, checks in with her staff — case manager Eric Fitzmorris and amer-
iCorps member Fran Pack — in the foyer of their new emergency assistance center where pa-
rishioners painted a mural of the Blessed Mother.

FOr MOrE iNFO
For more information, call 

(785) 843-0109 or go online to: 
www.catholiccharitiesks.org.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
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v Waterproofing
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MUD JACKING                
 raise & Level
v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
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Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
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Story and photos 
By JESSiCA LAngdon

jessica@theleaven.com

P
RAIRIE VILLAGE — 
As fireworks burst 
into Kansas skies 
celebrating our free-
dom this Indepen-
dence Day, the faces 
of some of the men 
and women deployed 

to defend that freedom just might be 
lighting up as well.

Many of those smiles will be thanks 
to the tireless efforts of parishioners at 
St. Ann Parish in Prairie Village.

In the past seven years, the Troop 
Support Team, a committee of the 
parish’s Women’s Club, has sent more 
than 1,500 care boxes to troops de-
ployed overseas.

The boxes, crammed with every-
thing from protein snacks and books 
to deodorant and the highly prized Red 
Bull, are shared among at least three or 
four people.

“They all say it’s just like a kid at 
Christmastime — doesn’t matter what 
time of year it is — when they get a 
package,” said Suzanne Mogren, who 
heads up the St. Ann team.

Once, the person who handed a 
young soldier his very first package 
had to turn around to wipe away a tear 
on seeing his excitement.

Some servicemen and women don’t 
even get packages from family.

And without stores nearby where 
they can easily pick up basic commod-

ities, they find gifts like these priceless.
But there’s more to the mission of 

mercy than that. 
“I don’t think it’s the things we 

send that are so important,” said 
Kathy Scheve, a longtime member of 
the group. “I think it’s the fact that 
people are thinking about them.”

Although President Barack Obama 
recently announced plans to signifi-
cantly reduce the number of troops 
in Afghanistan in the months ahead, 
Mogren doesn’t see an end in sight to 
the need there — or in other areas.

In June, the U.S. Department of De-
fense announced the deployment of an 
aircraft carrier, guided-missile cruiser 
and guided-missile destroyer to the 
Persian Gulf, as Sunni militants seized 
cities in Iraq.

“Troops have been deployed to 
Central Africa to help forces that are 
fighting the Lord’s Resistance Army 
group. There are troops in Poland,” 
said Mogren. “Sad to say, we have al-
ways had troops in harm’s way — we 
don’t always hear about them — and 
we always will. So we must support 

our troops.”
And so, with that mission in mind, 

once a month, the team of St. Ann pa-
rishioners gathers for a “packing par-
ty.”

One Tuesday morning this past 
May, the group was hard at work in 
Mogren’s home in Prairie Village, the 
assembly line comfortable and friend-
ly, but the packing down to a science.

The “team” caught up on life and 
news as they secured anything that 
could possibly leak en route to Afghan-
istan in multiple plastic storage bags.

Some tucked and taped bubble wrap 

around cans of Red Bull.
And some penned letters to the peo-

ple who will open the packages.
The team has been sending packag-

es to troops for several years now.
But Mogren’s passion for helping 

the troops was sparked long before 
that.

Support from the heart
Mogren grew up in a Marine Corps 

family.
When the Gulf War drew troops 

from the United States overseas in the 
early 1990s, her dad, who had served in 
World War II, Korea, Vietnam and oth-
er places, recognized what the people 
serving were experiencing — and the 
things they might be doing without.

“While sitting and talking with my 
dad, it was apparent that, even at age 
80, he felt he should be in that battle 
with them. . . . Helping them,” said 
Mogren. “Dad asked if I would take 
care of the troops. I wanted to do that. 
I wanted to make their tour of duty a 
bit easier.”

Working with her cousin’s husband, 
a career Army officer himself, Mogren 
sent packages and later helped start a 
lending library.

Then her sister told her about a 
website: www.anysoldier.com.

It allowed her to choose a branch of 
the military, make contact with a per-
son, and pinpoint some of the needs 
and wants of the people who would be 
receiving the boxes.

The expanding ministry fell under 
the umbrella of the St. Ann Women’s 
Club, and it only grew more important 
in the years that followed.

With love from home
The letter writing is an important 

component of the team’s work. At the 
May meeting, Barb Aziere and Janice 
Orrick were catching the servicemen 
and women up with the hometown 
news.

“We tell them what’s going on here 
in Prairie Village, about what the Roy-
als are doing and what the Chiefs are 
doing, and the weather,” said parishio-
ner Pat Kolarik. “We try to relate them 
to things at home.”

Many people don’t fully understand 
all that the troops go through in their 
deployments, she said, and working 
with this group makes people feel 
they’re doing something tangible to 
support them.

“I think the letters you get back are 
the most moving thing — the letters 
that come back that say how much this 
means to people,” said Marlene Rowe.

The moral support alone means a 
lot, the servicemen and women write.

“I had classmates who came back 
from Vietnam, and they were not very 
appreciated,” recalled Scheve. “I did 
not want that to ever happen again.”

She feared she would have to give 
up the packing parties when she began 
caring for her granddaughter, Kendra 
Scheve, who is now 4. But she soon 
learned the operation was pretty flexi-
ble — and Mogren was more than hap-
py to add to the ranks.

To her, these packing parties are a 
“family affair.”

“Bring her,” Mogren said. So, baby 
Kendra became the youngest member 
of this group. Kids and grandkids are 
welcome to help or just play.

Great support
Kendra’s specialty is wrapping and 

taping.  
When one package is finished, she’s 

ready for the next.

And she knows exactly what help-
ing her grandma at these gatherings 
has made her.

“I’m a ‘troop-er,’” said Kendra, 
knowing exactly who her hard work is 
helping.

The group, in fact, is full of troupers 
— each ready to take on the next task 
as it presents itself.

Joan Perkins is the group’s unofficial 
“discount shopper.”

“Joan manages to find some of the 
best sales,” said Mogren, and her cou-
pons reduce the sale prices even fur-
ther.  

And Martha Phillips will drop ev-
erything to run errands — especially 
when they discover partway through 
the packing they’ve run short of some-
thing.

But they all point to Mogren as the 
driving force behind this mission, a 
leader who has to put in 40-plus hours 
some weeks getting everything ready, 
said Scheve.

But the more they hear back from 
the people they’re supporting, the 
more Mogren wants to do for them.

Fortunately, the team has plenty of 
support to draw on. St. Ann students 
sacrifice some of their Halloween can-
dy to tuck into the Christmas boxes.

“They put a good share of our 
troops in Afghanistan on a sugar high,” 
said Mogren.

And businesses are happy to see 
overstock items that are still good go 
to people who can use them. Health 

care and dental offices have also made 
donations.

Finally, fifth-graders at St. Ann con-
tribute letters, snacks and other items 
to the boxes — and one group wrote 
back to the students to thank them and 
tell them a little about their own lives.

More needs to meet
Even with so many people pitching 

in, Mogren knows this group can’t fill 
all the needs alone. She’d love to see 
other parishes form their own teams, 
and offers to help them get started.

“Suzanne has made this such a per-
sonal program for the servicemen 
over there,” said Scheve. “Everything 
has been very one-to-one, very per-
sonal.”

So personal, in fact, that they all felt 
a shattering loss when they learned 
that Lt. Florence B. Choe with the U.S. 
Navy was killed while serving in Af-
ghanistan in 2009.

The group had been working with 
the 35-year-old wife and mother in a 
program called United Through Read-
ing, in which service members record 
stories to be played by their loved ones 
back home.

The St. Ann group sent books to 
her for the program. After her death, 
it sponsored a flag to be flown in her 
honor.

The personal connection only 
strengthened the members’ resolve to 

support the men and women serving 
overseas.

And their work does not go unap-
preciated.

A Marine from the local recruiting 
office stopped by to thank the team and 
meet members, telling them how much 
their packages meant to the troops.

And a Marine sergeant, who was one 
of Mogren’s early contacts, brought his 
family for a visit during a trip through 
the area.

‘They are from family’
Bob Mogren, Suzanne’s husband, 

and others regularly pitch in by deliv-
ering the boxes to the post office.

Something as simple as helping 
with postage makes a big difference to 
the group. When they started, postage 
to send a flat rate box to a military des-
tination cost $8.95, said Mogren.

Today, it costs $15.45.
But it’s worth every penny, knowing 

the difference they’re making in real 
lives.

To Janice Orrick, it’s patriotic to be 
part of this.

“I just think that that’s the least we 
can do for what they’re doing,” said 
Orrick.

And somewhere in the world, 
troops from the United States are al-
ways going to be hard at work, Mogren 
believes.

“There will always be a need,” she 
said.

If a letter a from a sergeant major 
with the Marines to the post office that 
serves the St. Ann group is any indica-
tion, the group’s message of support is 
hitting home.

“Being deployed on the front lines 
in combat for 7 months at a time is not 
easy . . . to say the least,” he wrote in a 
letter that Mogren incorporated into a 
book detailing the troop-support expe-
rience. 

“However, when I deliver the mail to 
my Marines and Sailors . . . their eyes 
light up on their dirty, dingy faces . . .  
smiles start and grow from ear to ear . . 
. as I hand each of them a package,” the 
Marine continued. “The packages don’t 
have to be from their family . . . it’s just 
that those packages are from home — 
from Americans.

“Therefore . . . they are from family.”

handLed wIth Care
From left, Pat Kolarik (obscured), Marilyn Finan, Mary Jean Podrebarac and Mary ann Luchtefeld sort through hygiene items to pack in a box for troops stationed overseas. in the background, Barb aziere (left) 
and Joyce Smith select food items to send from another table in Suzanne Mogren’s home, where the St. ann group meets once a month for a “packing party.”

Joan Perkins, left, Marlene rowe and Suzanne Mogren review the full boxes from another successful 
“packing party.” Service members deployed overseas receive these boxes filled with items tailored 
to their needs through the website: www.anysoldier.com. The contents are shared among several 
people.

Kathy Scheve and granddaughter Kendra Scheve, 4, secure items in bubble wrap for the troops who 
will receive them. Kendra has been coming to the St. ann troop support team’s meetings since she 
was a baby and loves to help her grandma.

Janice Orrick, front, and Barb aziere send greetings from St. ann to troops deployed overseas. Letter 
writers include updates from Kansas to give the troops a taste of home — and let them know how 
much they appreciate their service.

How to help
the St. ann group welcomes 

donations of supplies and financial 
contributions to its efforts.

letter writers are always wel-
come, and the group needs some-
one who has good handwriting to 
fill out return addresses on customs 
forms (an ideal job for someone 
seeking service hours — and it can 
be done from home).

the group lists needs — from hy-
giene items to baby wipes — in the 
church bulletin.

“If you put something in your 
grocery cart every time you went to 
the grocery store — even if it’s just 
a tube of chapStick — and then put 
it in a bag at home, by the time the 
next meeting comes, you’d have a 
full bag,” said Suzanne mogren.

“that’s exactly what I do,” agreed 
joyce Smith, who taught for years 
at St. ann and is a member of the 
troop-support group.

the website www.anysoldier.
com also helps connect the group 
with people who can share what 
some of the needs are. 

anyone interested in helping the 
St. ann group or starting a new one 
at another parish are encouraged to 
contact mogren for help or more in-
formation at (913) 568-4567.

Support from St. ann: 
By the numbers

•	1,500	—	the	approximate	num-
ber of care boxes the group has sent 
in seven years; each box provides 
items for at least three to four peo-
ple

•	$15.45	—	what	it	costs	today	to	
send one flat rate box to a military 
destination

•	6-8	—	rolls	of	Scotch	packaging	
tape the group uses in a month

•	6-10	—	boxes	of	plastic	zipper	
storage bags used each month just 
to pack items within the boxes

•	 “Thus	 far,	 250	 contact	 per-
sonnel supporting approximately 
14,000 marines, sailors and soldiers 
have been reminded that they are 
truly cared for and not forgotten,” 
said Suzanne mogren.

group sends more than packages to U.s. military troops



VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The working document for 
the October 2014 extraordi-
nary Synod of Bishops offers 

a picture of the Catholic Church today 
struggling to preach the Gospel and 
transmit moral teachings amid a “wide-
spread cultural, social and spiritual cri-
sis” of the family.

The 75-page “instrumentum labo-
ris,” published by the Vatican June 26, 
is supposed to “provide an initial ref-
erence point” for discussion at the syn-
od, whose theme will be the “pastoral 
challenges of the family in the context 
of evangelization.”

The document is based principally 
on comments solicited in a question-
naire last November from national 
bishops’ conferences around the world. 
But it also reflects comments sent di-
rectly to the Vatican by individuals and 
groups responding to the question-
naire, which was widely published on 
the Internet.

Topics in the working document in-
clude some of the most contested and 
controversial areas of Catholic moral 
teaching on the family, including con-
traception, divorce and remarriage, 
same-sex marriage, premarital sex and 
in vitro fertilization.

Bishops’ conferences responding 
to the questionnaire attributed an in-
creasing disregard of such teachings to 
a variety of influences, including “he-
donistic culture; relativism; material-
ism; individualism; [and] the growing 
secularism.”

Recognizing that most Catholic cou-
ples do not follow the church’s teach-
ing against the use of artificial birth 
control, the document says that “for 
many Catholics the concept of ‘respon-
sible parenthood’ 
encompasses the 
shared responsibil-
ity in conscience 
to choose the most 
appropriate meth-
od of birth control.”

The document 
says the use of nat-
ural family plan-
ning, condoned by 
the church, encour-
ages responsible 
decisions about 
family size while 
respecting human 
fertility and “the 
dignity of the sex-
ual relationship be-
tween husband and 
wife.”

Bishops expressed 
particular concern with the “ideolo-
gy called gender theory, according to 
which the gender of each individual 
turns out to be simply the product of 
social conditioning and needs” without 
“any correspondence to a person’s bio-
logical sexuality.”

The bishops see a need for better 
teaching of “Christian anthropology,” 
the document states. Noting that con-
temporary culture dismisses or mis-
understands theories of “natural law,” 
which seek to “found human rights on 
reason,” bishops increasingly prefer to 
invoke Scripture in support of Catholic 
moral teaching.

The document also points to eco-
nomic factors behind Catholics’ dis-
regard of that teaching: Cohabitation 
without marriage can be driven by fi-
nancial need; youth unemployment; 

and a lack of housing. A widespread 
“contraceptive mentality” reflects, in 
part, a shortage of “child care, flexible 
working hours [and] parental leave.” 
Long working hours and commuting 
times “take a toll on family relation-
ships.”

“The church is called to offer real 
support for decent jobs, just wages and 
a fiscal policy favoring the family as 
well as programs of assistance to fami-
lies and children,” the document states.

The document refers briefly to scan-
dals over the sexual abuse of children 
by priests, which it says “significantly 
weaken the church’s moral credibility,” 
as do other forms of “counter-witness 
in the church,” including the lavish life-
styles of some clergy and unwelcom-

ing attitudes 
in some par-
ishes toward 
separated, di-
vorced or sin-
gle parents.

The bish-
ops recognize 
the challeng-
es of min-
istering to 
growing num-
bers of people 
in such “irreg-
ular” situa-
tions, includ-
ing divorced 
C a t h o l i c s 
who have re-
married civ-
illy without 
obtaining an 
annulment of 

their first marriage, leaving them inel-
igible to receive Communion.

Their predicament, which Pope 
Francis has said exemplifies a special 
need for mercy in the church today, has 
been a topic of unusually open debate 
at the highest levels of the church over 
the last year.

Many in such situations feel “frus-
trated and marginalized,” the docu-
ment states, noting proposals for ren-
dering the annulment process simpler 
and quicker   — and warnings that such 
streamlining might obscure church 
doctrine on the indissolubility of mar-
riage.

The document also notes propos-
als that the Catholic Church consider 
adopting Orthodox practice, which al-
lows for second and even third mar-

riages under certain circumstances.
On the other hand, some bishops 

and others “want to see more atten-
tion given to separated and divorced 
persons who have not remarried but 
have remained faithful to their nuptial 
vows,” and who often “have the added 
suffering of not being given proper care 
by the church and thus overlooked.”

The document draws a connection 
between family breakdown and a “crisis 
of faith,” noting that, with the increase 
in single-parent households, many chil-
dren now miss experiencing the “love 
of a father, thereby making it particu-

larly difficult to experience God’s love 
and him as Father.”

Regarding unions between part-
ners of the same sex, bishops around 
the world “are trying to find a balance 
between the church’s teaching on the 
family and a respectful, nonjudgmental 
attitude toward people living in such 
unions.”

“A distinction must be made be-
tween those who have made a personal, 
and often painful, choice and live that 
choice discreetly so as not to give scan-
dal to others, and those whose behavior 
promotes and actively — often aggres-
sively — calls attention to it,” the doc-
ument states.

While opposing adoption of children 
by same-sex couples, almost all bishops 
said they would greet requests to bap-
tize children living with such couples 
“with the same care, tenderness and 
concern which is given to other chil-
dren.”

The document states that children of 
parents in “irregular” situations should 
also feel welcome in Catholic schools, 
where “words and expressions need to 
be used which create a sense of belong-
ing and not exclusion . . . fully aware 
that ‘irregular’ is a word applied to situ-
ations, not persons.”

“Children or young people are not to 
blame for the choices and living situ-
ations of their parents,” the document 
states. It adds that excessive rigidity in 
such matters runs the risk of “making 
an unjust distinction between different 
morally unacceptable situations,” for 
instance, by punishing children of an 
invalid marriage but not those whose 
parents “live a life of crime and ex-
ploitation.”
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
 — Representatives of the 
world's Catholic bishops, 
meeting together in a synod, 

are not expected to make any formal 
proposals about the church’s pastoral 
care of families until after a second, 
larger gathering in 2015.

The extraordinary Synod of Bishops 
on the family will meet at the Vatican 
Oct. 5-19, bringing together the presi-
dents of national bishops’ conferences, 
the heads of Eastern Catholic churches 
and Vatican officials. The world Synod 
of Bishops, which will include more 
bishops — many elected by their peers 
— will meet at the Vatican Oct. 4-25, 
2015.

Introducing the working document 
for the first synod assembly — formally 
an “extraordinary” synod — Cardinal 
Lorenzo Baldisseri, general secretary of 
the Synod of Bishops, said participants 
in the 2014 synod “will thoroughly ex-
amine and analyze the information, 
testimonies and recommendations re-
ceived” from around the world in re-
sponse to a questionnaire sent out in 
November 2013.

The responses to the questionnaire, 
submitted by about 90 percent of the 
world’s bishops’ conferences and about 
800 Catholic organizations or individu-
als, formed the basis for the working doc-
ument for the extraordinary assembly.

The results of the extraordinary 
assembly will form the basis for the 
working document for the 2015 meet-
ing, he said.

The general assembly in 2015, “rep-
resenting a great part of the episcopate 
and continuing the work of the previ-
ous synod, will reflect further on the 
points discussed so as to formulate ap-
propriate pastoral guidelines,” the car-
dinal said.

Only the suggestions of the 2015 
synod will be forwarded to the pope as 
formal proposals for church action, he 
said.

The theme of the extraordinary 
synod is: “The pastoral challenges of 
the family in the context of evangeli-
zation.” Cardinal Baldisseri said there 
would be about 190 voting members, 
plus “fraternal delegates” from other 
Christian churches as well as observ-
ers and experts appointed by Pope 
Francis.

At a news conference June 26, Car-
dinal Baldisseri announced that the 
theme of the 2015 synod would be: “Je-
sus Christ reveals the mystery and vo-
cation of the family.” That gathering, he 
said, was expected to include about 250 
voting members.

Cardinal Baldisseri announced that 
Catholics around the world will be 
asked to observe a day of prayer for the 
synod and its deliberations Sept. 28.

Italian Archbishop Bruno Forte of 
Chieti-Vasto, chosen by Pope Francis 
to be the special secretary of the ex-
traordinary synod, told reporters June 
26, “the doctrine of the church is not 
up for discussion,” but the synod mem-
bers will be called upon to find ways 
to improve the “pastoral application” 
of church teachings, ways to explain it 
and to help Catholics live it.

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Cardinal andre Vingt-Trois of Paris, one of three cardinals Pope Francis chose to serve as presi-
dents of the extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family, speaks during a press conference at the 
Vatican June 26. The press conference was held to unveil the working document for the October 
extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family. also pictured is Hungarian Cardinal Peter Erdo of 
Esztergom-Budapest, synod relator. 

cns Photo/Paul haRing

agenda for synod released

synod to discuss range of family topics

the church is 
called to offer 

real support for decent 
jobs, just wages and 
a fiscal policy favor-
ing the family as well 
as programs of assis-
tance to families and 
children.”

“

from synod on the family 
working document

“The Religious Freedom Resto-
ration Act, which was part of the ra-
tionale for the decision, makes per-
fect sense,” said the archbishop.

 “The only time the government 
should have the authority to force 
someone to go against their con-
science is when there is a great 
public good at stake,” he continued, 
“bigger than the individual’s right. 
And, even with that, the government 
takes the least burdensome way of 
doing this.” 

The archbishop said the govern-
ment’s argument before the court 
— that forcing employers to provide 
free abortifacients, sterilization and 
contraception was a public good that 
overrides religious liberty — was 
“almost absurd.”

“None of these are really health 
care — they’re lifestyle choices peo-
ple make,” he said. “In the case of 
contraception, it’s very inexpensive. 
The government already spends half 
a billion dollars a year giving away 
free contraceptives.” 

Does the ruling settle all the prob-
lems with the Affordable Care Act? 
Not by a long shot.

“This does not answer whether 

religious ministries of the church 
will be compelled to offer these 
same morally objectionable lifestyle 
choices,” said the 
archbishop. 

“The govern-
ment gave these 
religious ministries 
another year to pre-
pare themselves for 
this,” he continued, 
“so the court cases 
objecting to . . . this 
are not as far along 
in the courts. This 
decision focuses on 
closely held family 
businesses.”

The high court 
decision also did 
not address the 
issue of the fed-
eral government’s so-called “accom-
modations” for religious nonprofits 
in regard to the contraception man-
date.

“My strong conviction is that the 
accommodations are meaningless, 
because the ministry has to trigger 
a process that winds up coercing the 
insurance company to provide the 
same services,” he said. 

“We’re involved with it, because 

[refusal to provide the services] trig-
gers our insurance companies hav-
ing to provide it,” he said. 

“And in some 
cases, we are 
sel f- insured,” 
he continued. 
“So that means 
we’ll have to 
provide it. 
Where does 
the insurance 
company get 
the money to 
provide these 
so-called ser-
vices? From 
their [clients’] 
premiums. So 
it’s kind of a 
shell game.”

The arch-
diocese’s self-insurance program is 
“grandfathered” and thus temporar-
ily protected from the ACA’s contra-
ception mandate. The ruling doesn’t 
appear to affect this status, and it’s 
not clear what it means in the case 
of Villa St. Francis, which recently 
won an injunction against compli-
ance with the mandate.

The Hobby Lobby decision, along 
with the Villa St. Francis injunction 

and a more recent injunction won by 
Catholic media entity EWTN, bode 
well for the future. 

Even so, the archbishop was con-
cerned about the margin of victory.

“I’m really delighted the majority 
of the court voted this way, but it’s 
somewhat sobering that four justices 
voted against it, and used some real-
ly strident language in their dissent-
ing opinions,” he said. 

“It’s pretty disappointing we have 
four justices on the court who think 
this way, but it also points out how im-
portant choosing our president is . . . 
and who serves in the U.S. Senate,” the 
archbishop continued. “Elections re-
ally matter. Who we empower to rule 
really matters. And Catholics in partic-
ular should consider who we empower 
to make these choices.”
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“It was hard to see because they 
really were just kids who seemed 
to have no hope,” said Hesse. “The 
archbishop was trying to give them 
hope through Catholicism, even 
though they were behind bars.”

Though Hesse has photographed 
a number of prison visits for The 
Leaven in the past, he said this par-
ticular shoot was more emotion-
al because the offenders were so 
young.

While some of the teens seemed 
not to want anything to do with 
the archbishop and his message, 
said Hesse, there were others who 
seemed very interested in what the 
archbishop was saying, 

“Some even asked [Archbish-
op Naumann] to pray for them and 
their families,” Hesse said. 

The final big wins were for the en-
tire staff, and one freelance photogra-
pher who had a front row seat to the 
biggest news of last year — Italian 
photographer Stefano Spaziani.

Despite the fact that photo rights 
had to be negotiated by email and in 
the editor’s rusty Italian, Spaziani 
was all the places the staff wanted to 
be this past spring but couldn’t. Spa-
ziani took first places for the Best 
Multiple Picture Package called 

“The Long View” and the Best Cov-
erage of the Papal Transition, and 
third place for Best Photograph, for 
a portrait of Pope Benedict from be-
hind, looking out to the mountains.

Spaziani also contributed to a 
third place for Best Multiple Picture 
Package — News for “Habemus Pa-
pam,” designed by Todd Habiger.

The entire staff won second place 
for its “Pope Francis” issue in the 
Best Special Issue category, and 
third place for Best Coverage of the 
Papal Transition.

“There’s nothing like a surprise 
conclave to test a diocesan news-
paper’s mettle,” said McSorley. “But 
I’m grateful that the judges thought 
we rose to the occasion. A special 
thank you should go to Italian pho-
tographer Stefano Spaziani, whose 
images of both popes helped make 
our coverage stand out.”

Father Goldasich said it was 
“hugely satisfying” to know that the 
paper’s coverage of the papal tran-
sition was recognized as among the 
best, despite the fact that most Cath-
olic newspapers across the United 
States were covering the same event. 

“The awards that we received in 
these categories, from the resigna-
tion of Pope Benedict to the election 
and installation of Pope Francis, 
were particularly sweet to receive,” 

said Father Goldasich. “It makes me 
appreciate even more the creativi-
ty and talents of those staffers and 
freelancers responsible for these is-
sues.”

The  paper took five honorable 
mentions as well. (See sidebar on 
page 16).

Finally, although The Leaven 
can’t claim him, Leon Suprenant, the 
communications associate for the 
archdiocese, also received an hon-
orable mention from the Catholic 
Press Association for his book, “The 
Faith Basics Catholic Dictionary,”  in  
the category of Reference Books. 

Suprenant said he felt genu-
ine surprise when he received the 
award. 

“I didn’t know it was nominated,” 
Suprenant said. “And even if I had 
known, I probably wouldn’t have 
thought I had much of a chance.”

Suprenant added that he owed 
the book’s success to Eric Stoutz 
who edited the dictionary. 

“He and I had been close friends 
for 30 years, and it was a singular 
joy to work with him on this proj-
ect,” Suprenant said. “Sadly, as the 
dictionary went to press, he was di-
agnosed with pancreatic cancer and 
passed away last September. I firmly 
believe Eric is a saint, and this award 
is as much his as it’s mine.”

>> continued from page 16

KanSaS cIty, Kan. —  catholics are invit-
ed to come contemplate “God’s love Por-
trayed in art” at Savior Pastoral center 
here, located  at 12601 Parallel Pkwy., on 
july 13 at 5 p.m. the art show opening will 
begin with evening prayer with archbish-
op joseph F. naumann, the little Sisters 
of the lamb, and Father miller meinrad, 
oSB.  Special guest Dr. caroline Farey will 
offer a keynote presentation, and a recep-
tion and viewing will follow. this is a free 
event, and all are welcome. 

New art exhibit opens at 
Savior Pastoral Center

with prayer, viewing July 13

Surprise conclave led to some of paper’s best work

>> continued from page 3

Preserve Your Family’s Wealth!
KEvIN L. PETRACEK, ATTORNEY
JD, LL.M.-Taxation, CPA, CFP®
Parman & Easterday

Estate Planning · Wills · Trusts · Probate · Elder Law
(4th Degree K of C Member)
Call for a Free Initial Consultation
10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 160, Overland Park, KS 66211
(913) 385-9400 · www.parmanlaw.com

Also Serving Topeka, Lawrence, Emporia and Neighboring Communities

It’s pretty disap-
pointing we have 
four justices on 

the court who think this 
way, but it also points 
out how important 
choosing our president 
is . . . and who serves 
in the u.s. senate. elec-
tions really matter.”

“
Many questions remain as to how other cases will fare

— Archbishop Joseph Naumann



July
“Discipline Help for Parents,” 
a four-part program, will be pre-
sented on four Wednesdays, july 
9 - 30, from 9:30 - 11 a.m. at Kee-

ler Women’s Center, 2220 central ave., 
Kansas city, Kan. to register, call (913) 
906-8990. a limited number of child care 
spaces are available. there is no cost to 
attend.

Keeler Women’s Center, 2220 
central ave., Kansas city, Kan., 
will present “Protecting your-
self,” in partnership with heart-

land habitat for humanity and Wells Fargo 
Bank on july 10 from 9:30 - 11 a.m. learn 
about credit protection, identity protec-
tion, fraud prevention and resources to 
restore your good name if you are a victim 
of fraud.

the 7th annual garage sale to 
benefit St. joan of arc School in 
remote mawuuki, uganda, will 
be held july 11 from 8 a.m. - 4 

p.m. and july 12 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 
16340 Dearborn Dr., Stilwell. the sale 
is sponsored by Gotta have hoPe, Inc., 
and receives donations from more than 
90 families. all sale proceeds will con-
tinue to fund the building of a library for 
St. joan of arc. For more information, 
send an email to: info@gottahavehope.
org; call joyce Feder at (913) 226-6958; 
or visit the website at: www.gottahave 
hope.org.

Christ’s Peace House of Prayer, 
easton, will offer a retreat on our 
Blessed mother mary from july 
12 - 13. there will be four confer-

ences, daily mass and daily eucharistic 
adoration, a daily rosary and time for pri-
vate prayer, spiritual reading and walking. 
The	cost	 to	attend	 is	$85	per	person,	or	
$125	 per	 couple.	 For	 more	 information,	
send an email to: info@christspeace.com 
or call (913) 773-8255.

a medieval illumination class 
using calfskin vellum, pigments, 
and gold leaf will be held july 14 
- 15 from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Sav-

ior Pastoral Center, Kansas city, Kan. the 
cost	to	attend	is	$50,	which	includes	ma-
terials. For more information, contact toni 
by email at: anthonysilvestri@mac.com. 

a sculpture workshop class will 
be held july 16 - 17 from 9 a.m. - 
5 p.m. at Savior Pastoral Center, 
Kansas city, Kan. the cost to at-

tend	is	$75,	which	includes	materials.	For	
more information, contact elizabeth by 
email at: elizabeth@elizabethzeller.com.

Sacred Heart Parish, Baileyville, 
will host its annual picnic on july 
13. a roast beef and ham dinner 
will be served beginning at 5 p.m. 

The	 cost	 to	 attend	 is	 $8	 for	 adults;	 $5	
for children under the age of 10. Fun and 
games for everyone. the auction, which 
includes handmade quilts, begins at 9 
p.m.

the monthly holy rosary rally in honor of 
Our lady of Fatima will be held on july 
13 from 3 - 4:15 p.m. at St. Pius X Parish, 
5500 Woodson Rd., mission. the joyful, 
sorrowful and glorious mysteries will be 
prayed, followed by Benediction and the 
opportunity to enroll in the brown scapu-
lar. all are welcome to attend. For infor-
mation on future dates, visit the website 
at: www.rosaryrallieskc.org.

It’s the good guys versus the 
good guys at the inaugural Pitch-
ing for Priests fundraiser on july 
14 at Community america Ball-

park, 1800 village West Pkwy., Kansas 
city, Kan., hosted by the catholic Radio 
network. Priests and seminarians from 
the archdiocese of Kansas city   in Kansas   
will battle it out on the ball field against 
those from the Diocese of Kansas city - 
St. joseph. tailgating begins at 3 p.m. 
and the game starts at 6:30 p.m. all pro-
ceeds will support the vocations offices. 
The	cost	 to	attend	 is	$10.	Purchase	your	
tickets or sign up for a sponsorship oppor-
tunity today. visit the website at: www.
thecatholicradionetwork.com or call (816) 
630-1090. 

a memorial liturgy for deceased 
loved ones will be held at 8 a.m. 
on july 19 at Curé of ars Parish, 
9401 mission Rd., leawood. Fol-

lowing the mass, the bereavement minis-
try will hold its monthly support meeting 
in vianney center, on the second floor of 
the building north of the church. the topic 
will be: “looking at Grief with verse.” For 
more information, call (913) 649-2026.

a course in the sympto-thermal 
method of natural family plan-
ning begins july 20 at 1 p.m. at 
the topeka and Shawnee coun-
ty Public library, 1515 S.W. 10th 

ave., topeka. a reasonable course fee 
is charged, and online registration is re-
quired at: www.ccli.org. For more informa-
tion, call Dana or eric Runnebaum at (785) 
380-0062 or the couple to couple league 
of Kansas city at (913) 894-3558.

catholic charities of northeast 
Kansas and church of the nativ-
ity invite you to a two-part pre-
sentation regarding end-of-life 

care. the presentations, led by Dr. cath-
erine Powers, will explore the many facets 

of compassionate and merciful care. the 
first presentation, “compassionate care: 
myths and truths of hospice care,” is on 
july 24 at 7 p.m. the second presentation, 
“merciful care: Relief of Suffering in hos-
pice care,” is on july 31 at 7 p.m. the pre-
sentations will be held at Church of the 
nativity, 3800 W. 119th St., leawood. For 
more information, contact tom Garbach 
at (913) 491-5017 or send an email to: 
tom@kcnativity.org.

the catholic career Roundtable 
job club (ccR), with meetings lo-
cated at Good Shepherd Parish, 
12800 W. 75th St., Shawnee, will 

host its monthly “employer Panel round 
Table” on july 26 from 8:30 - 10 a.m. Rep-
resentatives of companies currently seek-
ing qualified employees will present their 
company culture and opportunities. Dress 
is business casual. “nuts and Bolts” infor-
mal meetings are held every other Satur-
day of the month at the same time period. 
these meetings are designed to discuss 
the fundamentals of career transition, 
identify target companies, and celebrate 
“WInS”! job seekers from all walks are in-
vited to attend.

St. joseph altar Society will host 
the leavenworth region of 
aCCW quarterly potluck lun-
cheon and meeting on july 27 

in Kinzler hall at St. Joseph Church, 306 
n. Broadway, leavenworth, at 12:30 p.m. 
Social justice consultant Bill Scholl, of 
the archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas, 
will be the guest speaker. Please bring 
used cards, used stamps, items for the 
ditty bags, pennies for the seminarians in 
our archdiocese and nonperishable food 
items for catholic charities. For more in-
formation, contact judy Brose by email 
at: brosej2002@yahoo.com, or call (913) 
773-8334.

annunciation Parish, Frankfort, will host 
its annual picnic on july 27 from 5 - 8 
p.m. at the Cigna Center, 402 n. maple, 
Frankfort. Beef or pulled pork sandwiches, 
sides, and dessert will be served. the cost 
to	attend	is	$8	for	adults;	$4	for	children	
ages 10 and under. there will also be a 
cakewalk, bingo, church poker, raffles, a 
quilt auction, a silent auction, a country 
store, train rides, snow cones, and a boun-
cy castle.

St. Benedict’s circle at Holy 
Cross Church, 8311 W. 93rd St., 
overland Park, will host a card 
party luncheon (or game of your 

choice) on july 29 from 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
The	 cost	 to	 attend	 is	 $12.	Men	 are	 wel-
come. For more information or to RSvP, 
call helen at (913) 381-4295 or Doris at 
(913) 381-2781.

august
St. Casimir Church, leaven-
worth, will host its annual roast 
beef dinner on aug. 2 from 11:30 
a.m. - 3 p.m. the cost to attend 

is	$9	for	adults;	$5	for	children.	Carryouts	
are available. 

Sophia Spirituality Center, 751 
S. 8th St., atchison, will host a 
silent directed retreat from aug. 
5 - 10. come away for a time and 

experience the sacred through personal 
prayer and daily meetings with a Bene-
dictine Sister who is a trained spiritual di-
rector. For more information or to register, 
call (913) 360-6151 or visit the center’s 
website at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.
org.

a 5K cross-country run/walk, 
pancake breakfast and fami-
ly fun day will be held aug. 16 
at St. Thomas aquinas High 

School, 11411 Pflumm Rd., overland Park. 
the day will benefit the Guardian angel 
Fund. Features include a stroller strut, 
middle school roundup, kids’ fun run, and 
the mikey needleman Band. For more in-
formation, visit the website at: www.sta 
saints.net/SaintsStampede.

september
If you have been wounded by sep-
aration or divorce, please know 
that the church wants to guide 
you in your healing process. take 

advantage of this healing tool known as 
the Catholic Divorce Survival Guide, 
created by Rose Sweet. this is an 11-week 
group that begins Sept. 9 at Prince of 
Peace Parish, 16000 W. 143rd St., olathe. 
class starts at 6 p.m. in the marian Room 
in the school building. the cost to attend 
is	$50	per	person	and	includes	a	personal	
survival guide and all materials for the 11 
weeks. Find comfort and counsel consis-
tent with catholic teachings. the group is 
led by experienced facilitators. to enroll or 
for more information, call julie Knoche at 
(913) 710-7083. 
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

thanks to the 

Holy Family School of Faith 
and its generous benefactors for the trip of a life time! 

The teachers and principals of the Archdiocese renewing their 
baptismal vows in the river Jordan on the Holy Land pilgrimage 

of 2014. 
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EmPloymEnt
Elementary music teacher - (grades K-8) at st. Regis 
school; general summary: the part-time four-day-a-
week teacher will be responsible for teaching music 
education to students in grades K-8, and assisting the 
school in the improvement and appreciation of music 
curriculum and instruction. the teacher will be responsi-
ble for helping students grow in their enjoyment, appre-
ciation and performance of music through a variety of 
planned musical experiences (grade-level musicals, fine 
arts showcase and talent show) which include singing, 
moving to music, playing of instruments and listening. 
the music teacher is also responsible for managing the 
student choir and planning the weekly all-school mass. 
Qualifications/experience: missouri music certification, 
technology competence. urban experience a plus. inter-
ested candidates need to forward their information to 
Jennifer scanlon-smith at: jsmith@regisschool.org.  

Organist and/or choir director – st. John the baptist  
catholic church is seeking an organist to accompany 
the choir on a 16-rank organ and a director for the es-
tablished adult satb choir for sunday mass and weekly 
rehearsal.  Knowledge of catholic liturgy preferred.  send 
letter of interest, resume and references to mariann at 
sjbcc.choir@gmail.com.

Director of music ministries - vibrant community, 
1300 families, in acoustically excellent liturgical space, 
accepting applications for full-time director of music to 
lead well-developed liturgical ministry. Responsibilities 
include planning liturgies/music, formation/supervision 
of music ministers, developing/directing adult/youth 
voice, English handbell choir and enabling active partic-
ipation of assembly (pipe organ, grand piano, 3 octaves 
of bells, timpani; “breaking bread” hymnal). Pastoral ex-
perience, choral directing/people skills and a degree in 
liturgy or music (or equivalent) required. must be prac-
ticing catholic. Proficiency in music software, microsoft 
suite and social media required. salary range commen-
surate with education and experience. complete job de-
scription available online at: www.cccparish.org/music.  
submit cover letter and resume by email to: frmick@
cccparish.org. corpus christi church and school, 6001 
bob billings Pkwy., lawrence, Ks 66049. (785) 843-
6286. www.cccparish.org/music. 

Safe drivers needed - assisted transportation services 
seeks caring and reliable drivers in the Kansas city metro 
area to transport K-12 students in our minivans. cdl not 
required. Retirees encouraged to apply. learn more or 
apply online at: www.assistedtransportation.com or call 
(913) 262-5190 for more information. EoE.

Financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, 
and garnett - greeley area. ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. we provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. Please contact 
John a. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka blvd., to-
peka, Ks 66612.   

Office clerk - commercial general contractor in overland 
Park, is hiring for the position of general office clerk. Part-
time position to fit your schedule. must have strong com-
puter skills and a willingness to learn  a variety of tasks. 
send resume by email to: constructionco_ovpark@yahoo.
com.

sERvicEs
got a virus? PC slow? Error messages? you don’t 
pay if i can’t fix it. Remote it support. send an email 
to: mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. member of sacred 
heart Parish.

Housecleaning - i love what i do and you can love it, too! 
20-plus years experience. Excellent references. southern 
Joco area. call (913) 548-8702.

academic tutoring - available for K-12 and college level. 
test preparations for the act, sat, gEd, etc., also avail-
able. for more information, please call Kathleen at (913) 
206-2151 or send an email to: klmamuric@yahoo.com.

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. insured; second-genera-
tion bricklayer. member of st. Paul Parish, olathe. call 
(913) 829-4336.

Mike Hammer local moving - a full-service mover. Pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too small. serv-
ing Joco since 1987. st. Joseph, shawnee, parishioner. call 
mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mike 
hammermoving.com. 

Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. 
call (913) 940-2959.

CLUTTEr gETTiNg yOU DOwN? organize, fix, assemble, 
install! “Kevin of all trades” your professional organizer 
and “honEy-do-list” specialist. call today for a free con-
sultation at (913) 271-5055. insured. References. visit our 
website at: www.KoatindustRiEs.com.

Housecleaning - old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping, 
etc. a thorough and consistent job every time. References 
from customers i’ve served for over 17 years. call sharon 
at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). 
serving the 913 area code area.

Machine quilting - by Jenell noeth, basehor. also, quilts 
made to order. call (913) 724-1837.

Junkyard Dawg garage, yard and debris cleanup.  
call Josh for an estimate for cleaning and hauling away at 

(913) 314-0171 and let’s get ’er done!

Bankruptcy consultation - if debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. for a free consulta-
tion, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.
com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. 
we moved! come check out our new office in lenexa. 

Quilted Memories  - your Kansas city longarm shop 
- nolting longarm machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. we specialize in memorial quilts 
- custom designed memory quilts from your t-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, 
neckties, etc. for information or to schedule a free con-
sultation, call (913) 649-2704. visit the website at: www.
quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

agua Fina irrigation and Landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Foley’s Lawn Care - (913) 825-4353
mowing – weekly programs starting as low as $30.

spring/fall cleanups; mulch; landscape maintenance.
Residential/commercial

serving Johnson county for 15 years.
www.foleyslawncare.com

Electrician - free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 
south Kc metro. call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
free consultation and bid. safe, insured, professional. 
cristofer Estrada, green solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. 
www.greensolutionsKc.com.

Tim the Handyman - small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

homE imPRovEmEnt
Heating and cooling repair and replacement - call 
Joe with Jb design and service. licensed and insured 
with 20 years experience. member of divine mercy 
Parish. call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

Swalms Organizing and Downsizing Service - reduc-
ing Clutter - Enjoy an Organized Home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. for before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. call tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

DrC Construction
we’ll get the job done right the first time.

windows - doors - decks – siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your prob-
lems. choose us for any window, door, siding or deck project 

and you’ll be glad you did. 
Everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052 -  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Detail construction and remodeling - we offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. don’t move — re-
model! Johnson county area. call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

NELSON CrEaTiONS L.L.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

House painting
interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

STa (Sure Thing always) Home repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy trinity, lenexa.

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 
days. cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive 
prices, dependable work. call the top shop, inc., at (913) 
962-5058. members of st. Joseph, shawnee.

adept Home improvements
where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

The Drywall Doctor, inc. - a unique solution to your 
drywall problems! we fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. we provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! lead-certified 
and insured! serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 
768-6655. 

Home improvements - thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as i underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. if there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. we do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or 
too small. call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

EL SOL y La  TiErra
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376

Local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, 
honey-do list, carpet, roofing and windows. fREE esti-
mates. member of holy angels Parish, basehor. call billy 
at (913) 927-4118.

caREgiving
Caregiving - we provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. we also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with laurie, 
debbie or gary.

Looking for high quality home care? - whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. we are family-owned, with 
offices in lenexa and lawrence. call Benefits of Home - 
Senior Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

retired nurse - former cna, cma, massage therapist 
will do private care including hair care, body care, man-
icure, pedicure, massage, meal preparation, laundry, 
meds, travel companion, respite care. available tues., 
any shift; sat. and sun., any shift. $20 an hour. Johnson 
county area. call (913) 384-2119. Excellent current ref-
erences. 

retired nurse - will provide and manage the home. or-
der and give medicine. schedule doctors’ appointments. 
shop for the home and prepare meals. Recent referenc-
es. call (913) 579-5276 or (913) 322-4297 to schedule an 
appointment. available for live in. will consider hourly 
work in Johnson county area. 

Caregiving - caring, responsible 43-year-old catho-
lic woman looking to care for your loved one. 15 years 
experience; excellent references. i treat my clients with 
care, respect and love, and find working in this field very 
rewarding. flexible hours available, and nights and week-
ends. if interested, please call Kara at (913) 909-6659.

wantEd to buy
will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact tom at (913) 238-2473. member of sacred heart 
Parish, shawnee. 

wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

st. Joseph Parish, shawnee

antique apothecary pharmaceutical - drug store soda 
fountain items. wanted old postcards and photographs. 
Pocket watches. call (913) 593-7507.

foR salE
For sale - at Resurrection cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. today’s selling price is $12,000; offering 
this space for $9,000. contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

For sale - 2 prime sites at st. Joseph cemetery, shaw-
nee, on monument Row. st. Joseph garden, section d, lot 
77, bases 1 and 2. $5,000 for both. includes opening and 
closing. call gloria at (913) 669-5555.

For sale - mt. calvary grave, section 11. side by side. 
great price. opening and closing included. call anne at 
(913) 299-3808.

residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
member of st. michael the archangel Parish, leawood. 
call silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

REal EstatE
wanted to buy - houses that need an upgrade or are 
very old that you’re having difficulty selling or are in need 
of selling quickly. i can pay cash within 20 days. Please 
call mark Edmondson at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity 
Parish member.

                                                                                                      

vacation
Branson getaway - walk-in condo on Pointe Royale golf 
course. sleeps 6. close to lakes and entertainment. fully 
furnished. Pool and hot tub available. no cleaning fee. 
nightly and weekly rates. discounts available. call (913) 
515-3044.

miscEllanEous
Our Lady of Hope. catholics with an anglican and meth-
odist heritage. formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass saturdays at 4 p.m., st. therese little flower, 5814 
Euclid, Kansas city, mo. fulfills sunday obligation. father 
Ernie davis. dr. bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. for more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or 
call (816) 729-6776.

Buying a classified
cost to advertise is: $17.50 for five lines or 
less; $1.50 each additional line; Email:  julie@                 
theleaven.com; Phone: (913) 647-0327
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“OK. . . . Now, 
turn your 
head just 
a little to 

your right. . . . Yes, that’s 
nice! OK, one more. Excel-
lent!”

Click, click, click.
For two weeks now at 

the parish, we’ve been 
hearing comments and 
sounds like this. As you 
may have guessed, we were 
doing a new picture di-
rectory. I had my pictures 
taken the first day, figuring 
that if I broke the camera, 
there would be plenty of 
time to get it replaced, 
without inconveniencing 
too many people who had 
later appointments.

Camera lights and 
flashes remind me of this 
story about a little girl who 
walked to and from school 
every day.

One day, billowy clouds 
in the morning turned to 
ominous thunderheads 
by the afternoon. When 
the lightning and thunder 
started, the mother rushed 
to her car and drove to 
her daughter’s school to 
pick her up. She suspected 
that her daughter would 
be frightened by the storm 
and in danger.

As the mother ap-
proached the school, 
though, she saw her daugh-
ter walking along the 

sidewalk. Surprisingly, at 
each lightning flash, the girl 
would stop, look up and 
smile.

When the mother pulled 
alongside her child, she 
lowered the window and 
said, “Sweetheart, hurry! 
Get in the car. Why do you 
keep stopping and smiling 
in this storm?”

“I’m just trying to look 
pretty, Mommy,” she said, 
looking up and smiling 
after another flash of light-
ning. “You see, God keeps 
taking my picture.”

Now, please don’t at-
tempt to go stand outside 
during the next electrical 
storm! But I think it’s safe 
to imitate the attitude 
of this little girl when it 
comes to facing life.

Doing a new picture di-
rectory gave me an excuse 
to peek through the old 
one. It was a bittersweet 

experience. Naturally, the 
sweet part is all of the 
memories that it evoked. 
The pictures captured the 
faces of new arrivals and 
longtime parishioners. It 
reminded me of parish 
milestones and parish 
activities. It was fun to see 
how some couples pictured 
there had not yet started 
their families or to see 
kids who look so young 
compared to who they are 
today.

But, honestly, the old di-
rectory was also “bitter” in 
a sense. There are pictures 
there of parishioners who 
have died or moved away. 
There’s a tug when I see 
photos of spouses now di-
vorced or families that have 
been fractured. And there 
are folks there who, be-
cause of illness or misfor-
tunes, are not smiling today 
quite as broadly as before.

In short, the directory 
is a snapshot of life and a 
sort of prayer book. Seeing 
the accomplishments of the 
parish over the years hum-
bles me. Remembering all 
of the people who gave so 
generously of themselves in 
terms of talents, time and 
treasures makes me grate-
ful. Looking at the face 
of those who have moved 
causes me to wonder how 
they are doing and what 
has become of them. And 

seeing pictures of those 
who have died makes me 
pause and pray for them 
and their loved ones, as I 
recall conversations we had 
or experiences we shared. 

 But missing from the 
pages of that old directory 
are many faces that I now 
see every weekend. These 
are new parishioners who 
have moved in or children 
added to families. Also ab-
sent are the recent accom-
plishments and milestones 
of the parish. Our new 
directory will bring things 
up to date. For me, it will 
also be my “cheat sheet,” 
helping me to match names 
with faces. It will also be 
a handy tool to introduce 
parishioners to one an-
other, helping us to grow 
ever closer as caring parish 
community.

This holiday weekend 
take some time to pull out 
your own parish’s directory 
and spend time praying and 
reminiscing with it. May 
these directories remind us 
that, even though there’s 
still plenty to do, there are 
plenty of friendly faces, 
hands and hearts to see 
things through.

So, let’s keep going con-
fidently forward, knowing 
that God is there to bless 
and guide our efforts . . . 
rain or shine.  
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This is not at all hard to picture

Father 
maRK goldasich
father mark goldasich is the pastor of 
sacred heart Parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the leaven since 1989.

MarK My wOrDS

One hundred years 
have passed by 
since the outbreak 
of World War I. 

That conflict brought an end 
to millions of lives. It also 
caused the breakup of four 
major empires: Germany, 
the Ottoman Empire, the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
and the Russian Empire.

Throughout history, 
various empires have sought 
to dominate the world. They 
have relied upon military 
power to impose their rule. 
They bring a peace of sorts 
to their domains, but at a 
considerable cost to their 
subjects. 

In contrast, Sunday’s 
first reading, Zec 9:9-10, 
introduces us to a nameless 
figure full of contradictions. 
He is a king — yet, at the 
same time, he is meek. He 
eschews the weapons of 

warfare — yet, at the same 
time, he is able to bring 
peace to the whole world. 

The reading describes his 
dominion as “from sea to 
sea, and from the River to 
the ends of the earth.” This 
description echoes Ps 72:8. 
“From sea to sea” means 
from the Mediterranean 
Sea the Persian Gulf. “From 
the River to the ends of the 
earth” means from the Eu-

phrates River to the lands of 
southwestern Europe. This 
was the known civilized 
world at the time.

Centuries later, the four 
Gospels will identify this 
mysterious figure as Jesus 
Christ, who enters the city 
of Jerusalem in the manner 
described by Zechariah: 
“riding on an ass, on a colt, 
the foal of an ass.” He also 
has come to bring peace to 
the nations. 

Jesus brought peace in a 
manner very different from 
that previously attempted. 
The Assyrians had brought 
peace to the region by 
conquering the nations of 
the Middle East, cruelly 
enslaving their populations 
and carting their leadership 
off into exile. The Persians 
followed, imposing a rule 
marked by much more 
benevolence, but still an 

absolute monarchy. 
For example, the Persians 

allowed the Jews to return 
from exile to their home-
land. The Book of Zechariah 
celebrates that return, while 
recognizing the challenges 
that it will cause. 

Eventually, Alexander the 
Great will sweep through 
the Mediterranean world. 
While he will leave a lasting 
legacy of Greek language 
and culture, his empire will 
stand for only a short time, 
to be succeeded by the Ro-
man Empire. 

All these empires resort-
ed to brute force to rule the 
world, and ultimately failed. 
In contrast, Jesus Christ 
has arrived to govern us by 
his law of love, to bring us 
peace through his spirit. 
That is the empire which 
will last for all eternity. 

Zechariah shows us a king who brings peace without violence

Father miKE stubbs
father mike stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in scripture from harvard 
university.

iN THE BEgiNNiNg

SCriPTUrE rEaDiNgS

fouRtEEnth wEEK in oRdinaRy timE

July 6
fouRtEEnth sunday in oRdinaRy timE
zec 9: 9-10
Ps 145: 1-2, 8-11, 13-14
Rom 8: 9, 11-13
mt 11: 25-30

July 7
monday
hos 2: 16, 17b-18, 21-22
Ps 145: 2-9
mt 9: 18-26

July 8
tuesday
hos 8: 4-7, 11-13
Ps 115: 3-7b, 8-10
mt 9: 32-38

July 9
Augustine Zhao Rong, priest, martyr, 
and his companions, martyrs
hos 10: 1-3, 7-8, 12
Ps 105: 2-7
mt 10: 1-7

July 10
thursday
hos 11: 1-4, 8c-9
Ps 80: 2ac-3b, 15-16
mt 10: 7-15

July 11
benedict, abbot
hos 14: 2-10
Ps 51: 3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17
mt 10: 16-23

July 12
saturday
is 6: 1-8
Ps 93: 1-2, 5
mt 10: 24-33

fiftEEnth wEEK in oRdinaRy timE

July 13
fiftEEnth sunday in oRdinaRy timE
is 55: 10-11
Ps 65: 10-14
Rom 8: 18-23
mt 13: 1-23

July 14
Kateri tekakwitha, virgin
is 1: 10-17
Ps 50: 8-9, 16b-17, 21, 23
mt 10: 34 – 11: 1

July 15
bonaventure, bishop, 
doctor of the church
is 7: 1-9
Ps 48: 2-8
mt 11: 20-24

July 16
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
is 10: 5-7, 13b-16
Ps 94: 5-10, 14-15
mt 11: 25-27

July 17
thursday
is 26: 7-9, 12, 16-19
Ps 102: 13-14b, 15-21
mt 11: 28-30

July 18
Camillus de Lellis, priest
is 38: 1-6, 21-22, 7-8
(Ps) is 38: 10-12, 16
mt 12: 1-8

July 19
saturday
mi 2: 1-5
Ps 10: 1-4, 7-8, 14
mt 12: 14-21

POPE FraNCiS
attachments to money, beauty and power are forms 

of slavery that make one’s heart old and cold, cutting 
the person off from god and from others, Pope francis 
said. “love, patience, serving others, adoring god — 
these are true riches that can never be stolen,” the pope 
said June 20 at his early morning mass in the domus 

sanctae marthae where he lives. 
according to vatican Radio, Pope francis focused 

his homily on the day’s gospel reading, mt 6:19-23, 
which includes Jesus telling his disciples, “where your 
treasure is, there also will your heart be.” Pope francis 
said that even on a practical level, Jesus’ admonition to 
his disciples was very wise, because earthly treasures 
“are not certain: they fade or thieves come” and steal 

them. the first of the treasures Jesus warns against, he 
said, “is gold, money, riches: you aren’t safe with these 
because they can be stolen, right? investments do not 
give security because the stock market can crash and 
you will be left with nothing. and, besides, would just 
one more euro make you happy?”

— CNS
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Frank and Betty Purdon, members of curé 
of ars Parish, 
l e a w o o d , 
celebrated 
their 50th 
anniversary 
on june 20. 
the couple 
was married 
on june 20, 
1964, at St. 

Patrick church, Walnut. they have six children 
and 13 grandchildren (one deceased).

Dennis and Marlene (lohman) Wag-
ner, members of 
St. Benedict Par-
ish, atchison, cel-
ebrated their 50th 
wedding anniver-
sary on june 29. 
the couple was 
married on june 
27, 1964, at St. 
Patrick church, 
atchison, by Fa-
ther jude Bur-

bach, oSB. their children and their spouses 
are: Brian and amy Wagner, overland Park; 
Kevin and tammy Wagner, Darryl and tina 
Wagner and Brent and casey Wagner, all of 
atchison. they also have 13 grandchildren.

Patricia (Knowles) and Gerald Pen-
ning, members of St. Benedict Parish, 

a t c h i s o n , 
will cele-
brate their 
65th wed-
ding anni-
versary on 
july 18 at 
the atchi-
son elks 
lodge with 

family and friends. the couple was married 
on july 14, 1949, at St. Benedict church, 
atchison. their children are: connie 
Wietharn, Gail Griffin, lana White, tammie 
White, all of atchison; and joan Blevins, 
Robinson. they also have 14 grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren.

e. Gene and Dorothy (Hoehn) Jes-
berg, members 
of Divine mercy 
Parish, Gard-
ner, celebrated 
their 65th wed-
ding anniversary 
on june 21. the 
couple was mar-
ried on june 25, 
1949, at holy 
trinity church in 
lenexa. their son 
mike and his wife 

Dawn have four children.

Maury and Marilyn Tunison, mem-
bers of holy Spirit Parish, overland Park, 

will celebrate 
their 60th wed-
ding anniversary 
on july 10. a pri-
vate celebration 
will be held with 
family on july 12. 
the couple was 
married on july 
10, 1954, at most 
Pure heart of 
mary church, to-
peka. they have 

two children — todd tunison and Sandi 
Grove — and nine grandchildren.

Michael and Faye (northcutt) 
S c h o e n f e l d , 
members of ma-
ter Dei Parish in 
topeka, will cel-
ebrate their 50th 
wedding anni-
versary on july 
6 with a family 
dinner. the cou-
ple was married 
on july 4, 1964, 
at St. joseph 
church in topeka. 

their children are: janet and Rick hudkins, 
nancy Schoenfeld, and carol Schoenfeld. 
they also have three granddaughters.

Jerry lee “Ginger” and Joseph Peter-
nel, mem-
bers of St. 
joseph Par-
ish, Shaw-
nee, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on july 18. 

the couple was married on july 18, 1964, 
at St. joseph church in Winslow, ariz. the 
couple attended the golden wedding anni-
versary mass at the cathedral of St. Peter 
in Kansas city, Kan., on june 1 and plan to 
receive an anniversary blessing from Fa-
ther mike hawken at a mass in july. they 
have one son, john Peternel.

July 20 - 26, 2014
During this retreat the group will gather daily for a conference.  Each participant will meet indi-
vidually with one of the directors every day.  Opportunity to join the monks for Mass and prayer.  
Enjoy the Center with its beautiful grounds and artwork.
Directors: Father Richard Reiser (St. James), Father Thomas A. Greisen (Servant Minister for 
Priests), Renee L. O’Brien (Creighton University, ret.), Sister Ann Marie Petrylka, OSM (St. Leo 
the Great), and Father Thomas Leitner, OSB.

Sunday, 6:00 p.m. to Saturday, 10:00 a.m.    Program Fee: $ 90*
Rooms per night: Single Occupancy: $ 42.00 plus tax; Double Occupancy: $ 35.00/person plus tax

Meals per day: $ 24.75 plus tax.

Located 3 miles north of Schuyler at Hwy. 15
P.O. Box 528   •   Schuyler, NE 68661-0528   •   Phone: 402-352-8819   •   Fax: 402-352-8884

Email: Retreats@StBenedictCenter.com   •   Web Site: www.StBenedictCenter.com

Guided/directed retreat

St. BEnEdiCt CEntER

aNNiVErSary POLiCy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before the desired 
publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic parishes in the 
archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas, or for those who 
have resided in the archdiocese for a significant period 
of time. 
include the following information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (if desired)
• number of grandchildren and great-grandchildren; 
Photo specifications:
• Emailed photos need to be at least 200 dpi. 
• Mailed photos can be any size.
• If you would like your photo returned, include a 
self-addressed stamped envelope.

send notices to:  the leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109, attn: anniversaries; 
or send an email to: todd@theleaven.com. 

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

TOUCH OF HEAvEN
Catholic Store

119 SE 18th   Topeka, KS
(785) 232-2543

Hrs. T-F - 10 a.m. 5:30; Sat. 9 a.m. to noon

Janet (O’Sullivan) and Dennis Cawley, 
members of St. 
joseph Parish, 
Shawnee, will 
celebrate their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 
july 11. the cou-
ple was married 
on july 11, 1964, 
at St. Francis 
Xavier church, 
Kansas city, mo. 
a private family 

celebration will be hosted by their chil-
dren and grandchildren. their children 
and their spouses are: Debbie and mike 
moeller, Shawnee; carolyn cawley, Kan-
sas city, mo.; michelle and chris masoner, 
lenexa; and jennifer cawley, Kansas city, 
mo. they also have six grandchildren.



KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The 
Leaven enjoyed more than 
a little Southern hospitality 
last month when it brought 

home from the June 18-20 convention 
in Charlotte, N.C., a total of 16 nation-
al press awards.  

The paper won four first-place 
awards, three second-places, three 
third-places, and five honorable men-
tions.

“Receiving any award from the 
Catholic Press Association is gratify-
ing, but to receive 15 — as well as a 
first-place award from the Pontifical 
Mission Societies of the United States 
— is something any paper would be 
honored to have,” said Father Mark 
Goldasich, the editor of The Leaven. 
“When you consider how small a staff 
we have at The Leaven, even with our 
excellent freelancers, this number 
of awards is truly astounding and a 
tribute to our writers and photogra-
phers.”

Bragging rights this year went to 
summer intern Katie Hyde, who won 
six of the 15 awards for the paper. Hyde 
was proudest of her second-place award 
for Best Coverage of Immigration with 
her story, “Shattered Dreams.” It was 
published in The Leaven last Septem-
ber. 

Immigration is an issue Hyde has 
always been passionate about. So, an 
offer to travel to Tijuana, Mexico, 
and report on the work of Father Pat 
Murphy, CS, former Hispanic anima-

tor for the archdiocese, was one she 
couldn’t resist.

“For me, it was an incredible ex-
perience to go to the Casa Migrante 

in Tijuana and experience firsthand 
the lives of deported migrants,” said 
Hyde. “Those stories in particular 
stay with me. I will never forget the 
things I heard in Tijuana.”

Hyde said the most difficult part 
of writing that story was the sheer 
amount of information she dealt with. 

Hearing the heartbreaking stories 
of immigrants who were deport-

ed from the 
United States, 
Hyde said, 
made it dif-
ficult for her 
to maintain a 
professional 
outlook on the 
work.  

“The sto-
ries I heard 
were ones 
that made me 
want to weep, 
and some that 
made me want 
to scream,” 
said Hyde. “It 
was very dif-
ficult to listen 

to the stories of hardship and loss and 
to only be able to write them down 
and carry them home with me.”

In addition to the second place 
from the CPA, she was also giv-
en the Pontifical Mission Societies’ 
2014 Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara 
Award for “Shattered Dreams.”

And she won a second place for 
her story “We Are 
the Veronicas” in 
the category of Best 
Coverage of Voca-
tions.

“If Katie Hyde’s 
interning days with 
The Leaven had to 
come to an end,” 
said Leaven manag-
ing editor Anita Mc-
Sorley, “I am glad 
they did so on such 
a high note. 

“Between her 
piece on the visit of 
Benedictine Sisters 
Anne Shepard, Barb 
McCracken and 

Lorraine Mc-
Guire to Torreon, Mexico, and 
her own trip with photographer 
Elaina Cochran to visit Father 
Pat Murphy in Tijuana, Katie 
put a human face on the suffer-
ing of our closest neighbors that 
readers won’t soon forget.”

Senior reporter Joe Bollig 
took a first place in a new cat-
egory for him — Best Sports 
Journalism —  for “Big League 
Saints,” a story about former 
Kansas City Royals All-Star 
Mike Sweeney’s Catholic base-
ball camp.

“I think the strength of the 
story comes not from the typi-
cal substance of a sports story 
about plays or games or loss-
es and wins,” said Bollig. “The 
strength of the story came from 
the faith of Mike Sweeney. He 
could have been any kind of ath-
lete, or for that matter [it could 

have been] any kind of profession, be-
cause the game was not the main fo-
cus — the faith was. It just happened 
to be in the context of sports.”

Though Bollig said he has never 
covered sports in any capacity, the 
difficulty he faced was not his lack of 
sports reporting experience. It was 
choosing what to use in his article 
that proved to be difficult. 

“Sweeney had so many excellent 
things to say, as did so many other 
men who were there with him,” said 
Bollig. “I just didn’t have enough space 
to put in everything that I wanted to. 
The expressions of faith, the witness 
of faith, and the insights of faith that 

were given by the people there 
other than Mike Sweeney were 
just as good; they were won-
derful. I wish I could have used 
more of that.”

Doug Hesse, a freelance pho-
tographer who has been work-
ing with the Leaven since 1992, 
also received a first-place award 
in the category of Best Multiple 
Picture Package for his photo 
essay accompanying the story, 
“Seeking the Lost Lambs.” For 
this assignment, Hesse photo-
graphed Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann’s visit to the Juvenile 
Correctional Complex in Tope-
ka.

FirST PlaCe

Best multiple Picture Package 
– news
“Seeking the lost lambs” by 
Doug hesse

Best multiple Picture Package 
– Feature
“the long view” by Stefano 
Spaziani

Best Sports journalism – 
news
“Big league Saints” by joe 
Bollig

Best coverage of the Papal 
transition – multiple Picture 
Package
“Papal transition” by Stefano 
Spaziani

archbishop o’meara award
visit to the missions
“Shattered Dreams” by Katie 
hyde

SeCOnD PlaCe

Best Special Issue
“Pope Francis” by leaven 
staff

Best coverage of 
Immigration
“Shattered Dreams” by Katie 
hyde

Best coverage of vocations
“We are the veronicas” by 
Katie hyde

THirD PlaCe

Best Photograph – Portrait
“the long view” by Stefano 
Spaziani

Best multiple Picture Package 
– news
“habemus Papam” designed 
by todd habiger

Best coverage of the Papal 
transition
“Papal transition” by leaven 
staff

HOnOraBle MenTiOn

Best Front Page – tabloid
“conclave, Rome, Francis”
by todd habiger

Best analysis/Background/
Roundup news Writing: Sher-
ry award
“eye opener” by Katie hyde

Best In-depth news/Special 
Reporting
“eye opener” by Katie hyde

Best In-depth news/Special 
Reporting
“Shattered Dreams” by Katie 
hyde

Best Feature Story
“We are the veronicas” by 
Katie hyde
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By Libby Hyde
Special to The Leaven

>> See “SUrPriSe” on page 11

Coverage of papal transition bears fruit at national convention


